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On Friday 10th November in 1989 the Berlin Wall
was falling. The world was unconscious of the
internet. In Britain a litre of petrol cost 38p and
a first class stamp 20p. And on that very day in
Suffolk, an audience arrived at the Baptist Chapel
in Aldeburgh for the opening event of a new
poetry festival: four main readings, each featuring
three poets, and just eight events in total.

Exactly a quarter of a century later – a whole
generation – one of the largest gatherings for
any poetry festival anywhere is expected on the
East Suffolk Coast. This year’s line-up features 
30 poets from all over the UK and beyond:
America, Canada, Ireland, Macedonia, Poland and
Russia. Only three have been before. And they’ll
take part in 56 interconnecting events – 13 free
– plus two exhibitions, spread across 11 venues
in Aldeburgh and at Snape. The Festival has
certainly grown since that first historic weekend,
but those four readings remain the pillars of 
the programme.

Continuity and change mark our silver anniversary.
We’re re-visiting that first Baptist Chapel home.
We’ve scheduled a discussion on poetry in
Eastern Europe – ‘Since the Wall Fell’. But mostly
we look forward: to discovering new poets, to
welcoming new audiences, to hearing great
poems together for the first time. 

Here’s to the Festival’s next 25 years.

Dean Parkin
Creative Director
The Poetry Trust

Naomi Jaffa
Director
The Poetry Trust

25 YEARS OF 
THE ALDEBURGH
POETRY FESTIVAL
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The Programme

Friday 8 November
Britten Studio, Snape  5.30 – 6.30pm  PF1  £5 

Family Reading: Grace Nichols
A celebration of young poetic talent. The gifted winners of 
the Festival’s annual Suffolk Young Poets Competition read
their marvellous poems. They are followed by the glorious 
Grace Nichols who will be celebrating publication of 
Cosmic Disco – her latest poetry collection for young people.
Caribbean rhythm and style guaranteed.

Pond Gallery, Snape  5.45 – 6.30pm  PF2  £7.50

Poets Preview
Reading together. This year’s guest Blogger John Field is without
doubt one of the most reliably articulate and discerning online
commentators on contemporary poetry. An invaluable introduction
to the work of four of the less familiar Festival poets.

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  6.00 – 6.30pm  PF3  £7.50    

Talk: Poetry Travels
Poets need to travel. We enter our own language more fully by
passing through the foreign. Well known for his cultural openness,
Brooklyn’s D. Nurkse reports on three particular favourites:
Henri Michaux, Guillaume Apollinaire and César Vallejo. 

Supported by Suffolk Poetry Society

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  6.45 – 7.00pm  FREE

Close Reading
Join Robert Wrigley as he scrutinises 
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Britten Studio, Snape  7.15 – 8.00pm  PF4  £10

In Conversation: Craig Raine 
Brilliant poet, novelist, editor, essayist, critic and former Oxford
professor, Craig Raine is a literary and cultural polymath. He’s a
former Faber poetry editor (Heaney, Hughes); the founder/editor
of Areté magazine; and an opera librettist – The Electrification
of the Soviet Union for example. Clemency Burton-Hill –
consummate radio and television arts presenter and interviewer
– investigates the highs and lows of his musical collaborations
and the slings and arrows of his writing life, not least his
belief that ‘good writing is bound to give offence’.

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  7.15 – 7.45pm  PF5  £7.50

Craft Talk: The Nature of Influence
Often we write consciously or unconsciously in response to
earlier poems. Terrance Hayes investigates the complexities of
literary legacy and inheritance by analysing two self-
evidently related lyrics – featuring a father/son relationship –
by Robert Hayden and Yusef Komunyakaa.

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  8.00 – 8.15pm  FREE

Close Reading
Join Vera Pavlova as she scrutinises
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Britten Studio, Snape  8.30 – 10.15pm  PF6  £15

Main Reading: Olivia McCannon, Katha Pollitt,
Robin Robertson
Olivia McCannon won the 2012 Fenton Aldeburgh First Collection
Prize for a clear-eyed debut described by the judges as ‘surprising
without ever being showy, feelingful without overplaying its
sentiment’. America’s Katha Pollitt – best known for the wit
and bite of her cultural commentary – balances amusement
and melancholy in her inventive responses to biblical stories,
the natural world, Jane Austen and New York City. Prodigiously
gifted, dazzlingly coherent and trenchant, Robin Robertson
continues to extend the range of his compelling vision.

The winner of the 2013 Fenton Aldeburgh First Collection Prize will be
announced at the start of this reading.

Plough & Sail, Snape  10.45pm – 11.30pm  PF7  FREE

Poetry Quiz
Back by popular demand! The hilarious test for poetry geeks,
devised and hosted by Michael Laskey and Dean Parkin.
Missing words, mystery voices and the puzzling two-faced
poets. Expect your brain to be well and truly teased. Ideally
book your ticket in advance, or just team up on the night.

The programme has been structured as much as possible to
allow enough time to attend events in both Aldeburgh and
Snape. The journey takes no more than 15 minutes (6 miles)
and the free shuttle bus will be scheduled to fit start and
end times of main events. Full details will be available to
ticket holders.

With the exceptions of PF7 and PF26, booking is not required
for FREE events. Entry is on a first come first served basis and
access is subject to venue capacity.
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Saturday 9 November
Baptist Chapel, Aldeburgh  9.00 – 9.15am  FREE

Close Reading
Join Michael Laskey as he scrutinises 
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Peter Pears Gallery  9.30 – 10.00am  FREE

Dark Light
Against the backdrop of his Aldeburgh exhibition – images
made abstract by long exposure – Bill Jackson discusses with
Seni Seneviratne (poet, singer and photographer too) how
different artforms can respond to the psychological and
emotional spaces found in the landscape at night. 

Exhibition details on page 23

Britten Studio, Snape  9.30 – 10.30am  PF8  £7.50  

Discussion: Poetry & Beauty
Is the whole idea of beauty outdated or is the contemporary poet
still in pursuit of it? Can there actually be poetry without it?
Terrance Hayes, Ian McMillan, Vera Pavlova and Katha Pollitt,
define what it means to them as writers and readers. 
Stimulating cross-cultural perspectives. 
Chaired by Robert Seatter.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears 

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  10.00 – 10.30am  PF9  £7.50

Talk: Hofmann
Editor of a new collection of essays celebrating the work of
Michael Hofmann, Julian Stannard shares his enthusiasm and
reflects on the significance of a poet who has been an iconic
figure for his generation.

Pond Gallery, Snape  10.45 – 11.00am  PF10  £2.50

Short Take: Poetry & Beauty
Richie McCaffery speaks for himself.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  10.45 – 11.00am  FREE

Close Reading
Join C.J. Allen as he scrutinises
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets



8 9

Baptist Chapel, Aldeburgh  3.00 – 3.30pm  PF16  £7.50

Talk: My Euphonium is Made of Cheese
Ceci n’est pas une conférence! Ian McMillan has always loved
the imaginative range and unpredictability of British and
American Surrealist poetry then and now. He opens the door
onto unforgettable pictures festooning his English heart, from
David Gascoyne to Gerard Woodward.

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  3.15 – 3.45pm  PF17  £7.50 

Craft Talk: Singing in the Dark
Alison Brackenbury argues that poets can still learn from the
old songs – their accounts of love, murder and strikes – as
well as from brand-new folksongs. She explains how music
informs her own creative life.

Pond Gallery, Snape  3.30 – 3.45pm  PF18  £2.50

Short Take: Poetry & Beauty
Salena Godden speaks for herself.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears

Britten Studio, Snape  4.00 – 5.00pm  PF19  £7.50

Masterclass: Conor O’Callaghan
Helpful title? Coherent imagery? A problem with line 8? Pace
and shape? Join the annual co-operative effort to fine-tune
three unpublished poems by up-and-coming writers. With
lively expertise from Ireland’s Conor O’Callaghan and from
any member of the audience eager to make a point. Roving
mics available. Copies of the three poems supplied.

Supported by The Rialto

Pond Gallery, Snape  4.00 – 4.15pm  PF20  £2.50

Short Take: Poetry & Beauty
D. Nurkse speaks for himself.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears 

Aldeburgh Bookshop, Aldeburgh  4.00 – 4.45pm  FREE

Book Launch: Pilotage
Join Fran Crowe and Ian McMillan for the launch of Pilotage
– a limited edition booklet of poetry and artwork – one of the
quirky results of their Aldeburgh Commission collaboration.
Complimentary wine.

Britten Studio, Snape  11.15am – 1.00pm  PF11  £15

Main Reading: Alison Brackenbury, 
Conor O’Callaghan, Robert Wrigley
In necessary poems rooted in their sense of daily life in the
‘mud and mallards’ of the English countryside, Alison
Brackenbury voices her concerns about the impact of
technology, pollution and global warming. With restless
inventiveness Conor O’Callaghan draws on a rich store of
references – social, technological, geographical – to devise
his 21st century route maps. One of America’s most
substantial and consistent voices, Robert Wrigley’s equal love
of story and the musical texture of language propel his
accounts of ‘the earth’s ordinary and daily miraculousness’.

Supported by the Friends of The Poetry Trust

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  1.15 – 1.45pm  PF12  £7.50

Talk: Logue
As his editor at Faber, Craig Raine worked very closely with
Christopher Logue. With particular reference to War Music –
which Logue described as ‘a dramatic poem dependent on
the Iliad’ – Raine considers the difficulties of portraying action
in poetry and ‘the primacy of narrative’, and champions
Logue’s ‘laconic brilliance and complete artistic confidence’.

Pond Gallery, Snape  1.15 – 1.30pm  PF13  £2.50

Short Take: Poetry & Beauty
Karen Solie speaks for herself.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears

Britten Studio, Snape  2.00 – 3.00pm  PF14  £7.50 

Reading: Pamphlet Poets
Four exhilaratingly talented and distinctive new voices. 
Richie McCaffery – tenderly incisive; Kim Moore – hearteningly
adventurous; Shazea Quraishi – disquietingly erotic; Luke Yates
– hilariously inventive.

Baptist Chapel, Aldeburgh  2.15 – 2.45pm  PF15  £7.50

Talk: Excarnation
In Parenthesis by David Jones 
Eliot called this account of life in the trenches ‘a work of
genius’ yet it is barely read today despite – Robin Robertson
argues – speaking so clearly to us now in our deracination. 
As David Jones says in his introduction: ‘We find ourselves
privates in foot regiments. We search how we may see formal
goodness in a life singularly inimical, hateful, to us.’ 
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Plough & Sail (upstairs), Snape  6.30 – 7.00pm  PF26  

The Poetry Trust Social
A special opportunity for the generous individuals who support
The Poetry Trust to enjoy an exclusive conversation with 
Olivia McCannon, winner of last year’s Fenton Aldeburgh First
Collection Prize. Chair of the judges Robert Seatter gets a
progress report. Wine and canapés.

This is a closed event and only available to Best Friends, Patrons &
Benefactors of The Poetry Trust. Advance booking essential.

Britten Studio, Snape  7.15pm – 9.00pm  PF27  £15

Main Reading: Terrance Hayes, 
Nikola Madzirov, Karen Solie
Terrance Hayes fuses the political with the personal in
arresting, improvisatory explorations of his Black American
heritage and identity. Born into a family of Balkan Wars
refugees in Macedonia, Nikola Madzirov negotiates the fact
that ‘history is the first border I have to cross’ in his
luminously spare and grounded poems. From rural Canada,
Karen Solie confronts and clarifies the responsibilities and
guilt of being human – ‘the only animal who kills from a
distance’ – and seeks comfort, if not redemption, from paying
the closest attention.

Britten Studio, Snape  9.30 – 10.15pm  PF28  £10

Performance: Ian McMillan 
If laughter is the best medicine, then a dose of Ian McMillan
should be prescribed by GPs up and down the land. The
quickest quirkiest imagination. Astonishing verbal ingenuity.
Contagious Barnsley warmth. Funny beyond belief. Oh, and a
phenomenal poet. Mad to miss him.

Supported by 
Fairweather Stephenson & Co

Plough & Sail, Snape  10.45 – 11.45pm  PF29  £5

Get on the Soapbox
A new venue (with a late licence) and a fresh format for the
traditional late night open-mic session. Introducing young
local performers – Rowan James and Leanne Moden. Hosted
by Amy Soapbox, Suffolk-based poetry activist and organiser.
Slots available for novice or seasoned readers as usual.

Book your two minutes on the signing-up 
sheet in the bar at the Plough & Sail

Supported by Get On The Soapbox

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  4.30 – 5.00pm  PF21  £7.50

Exchange: Translating the English
Best known for translating into English, Elżbieta Wójcik-Leese
and Steven Seymour also translate English and American
poems into Polish and Russian. What’s the difference? What
has drawn them to poets like Gillian Allnut, Billy Collins, 
Carol Ann Duffy and Charles Simic? 

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  5.15 – 5.45pm  PF22  £7.50

Q & A: Katha Pollitt
Katha Pollitt is one of the USA’s most consistently provocative,
funny and articulate columnists. Over more than three decades
her essays in The Nation – on abortion, pornography, gun
control, the religious right and many more hot topics – have led
her to be ranked 74th in The 100 People Screwing Up America.
The Poetry Trust’s Director Naomi Jaffa asks about the pleasures
and perils of speaking her mind and how she translates her
indefatigable pursuit of social justice into her poetry. 

Britten Studio, Snape  5.30 – 6.15pm  PF23  £7.50

Discussion: Since the Wall Fell
The first Aldeburgh Poetry Festival coincided – to the day –
with the fall of the Berlin Wall. Wojciech Bonowicz, Nikola
Madzirov and Steven Seymour have first-hand experiences of
the political, cultural and social changes of the last 25 years.
What have the effects been on poetry in Poland, Macedonia
and Russia? Sasha Dugdale chairs.

Pond Gallery, Snape  6.00 – 6.15pm  PF24  £2.50

Short Take: Poetry & Beauty
Shazea Quraishi speaks for herself.

Supported by Ink Sweat & Tears 

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  6.30 – 6.45pm  FREE

Close Reading
Join Kim Moore as she scrutinises
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Pond Gallery, Snape  6.30 – 7.00pm  PF25  £7.50

Talk: Introducing Richard Hugo
A former student of the great Theodore Roethke, Richard Hugo
(1923-1982) was a poet of consummate formal skills. His
poems, like Roethke’s, often look deeply at the natural world
to find a way to express his own psychological and emotional
concerns. Robert Wrigley makes the case for Hugo’s
continuing relevance. 
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Sunday 10 November
Peter Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh  9.00 – 9.45am  FREE

Open Workshop
The early morning work-out for the brain – let Michael Laskey
and Jeni Smith stretch your mind and get your pen sprinting
across the page.

Pond Gallery, Snape  9.30 – 10.00am  FREE

Dark Light
Against the backdrop of his Snape exhibition – images of
recognisable architectural structures and spaces at night – 
Bill Jackson explores with Luke Yates the common ground
between photography and poetry, what needs to be shown
and what can be left out.

Exhibition details on page 23

Britten Studio, Snape  10.15 – 11.00am  PF30  £10

Lecture: Poetry – What is it?
According to Paul Valéry: ‘Most people have so little idea 
what poetry is that this constitutes their definition of poetry’.
The 'poetry' of Vermeer's paintings, for instance, or 'the
poetry of that kiss' (E M Forster, Howards End). Wordsworth
famously offered both 'emotion recollected in tranquillity'
and 'the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling'. So, which
is it? Here and now, uncontrollable? Or weighed, considered?
Craig Raine sorts it all out.

Pond Gallery, Snape  10.15 – 11.00am  PF31  £7.50

Exchange: Poetry & Music
Poets seriously under the influence. Nikola Madzirov
responds to a clash of cultures – irregular eastern rhythms,
Byzantine melodies, John Coltrane, Miles Davies, Steve Reich
and indie rock bands. Karen Solie studied classical piano and
later played in country, punk, folk and blues bands. Together
they riff on what music means for their writing.

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  11.15 – 11.45am  PF32  £5

Blind Criticism
The art of reading. Alison Brackenbury and Kim Moore, 
both committed reviewers and bloggers, provide on the 
spot evaluation of two previously unseen and anonymous
published poems.
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Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  1.15 – 1.45pm  PF36  £7.50

Craft Talk: From Image to Word
From Tracey Emin’s bed to Picasso’s iconic Weeping Woman or
Barbara Hepworth’s Sea Form, Grace Nichols illustrates some
ways in which a painting, sculpture, photograph or simple
card can lead to a poem.

Britten Studio, Snape  2.00 – 2.45pm  PF37  £15

Performing Christopher Logue
Christopher Logue (1926-2011) was a complete one-off:
inventive, satiric, irrepressibly anarchic and responsible for one
of the all-time memorable readings at Aldeburgh, in 1998.
All the coruscating wit, pain and relevance of his masterpiece
New Numbers will be given fresh life in a rehearsed reading
by two acclaimed young British actors (committed now, names
announced in October). They will also recreate Red Bird –
Logue’s iconic settings of poems by Pablo Neruda scored in
1959 by Tony Kinsey and Bill Le Sage – with a live jazz quintet.
Prepare to be blown away.

Supported by Urban Fantasist

Pond Gallery, Snape  2.15 – 2.45pm  PF38  £7.50

Talk: Poetry Travels
Poets need to travel. Olivia McCannon, who lived for eight years in
Paris, introduces the work of three of her favourite contemporary
French poets: Jacques Réda, Guy Goffette and Paul de Roux. 

Supported by the Suffolk Poetry Society

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  3.00 – 3.15pm  FREE

Close Reading
Join Katha Pollitt as she scrutinises
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Britten Studio, Snape  3.30 – 5.15pm  PF39  £15

Main Reading: D. Nurkse, Vera Pavlova,
Craig Raine
The only child of refugees who escaped Nazi Europe for the
America of the Cold War and Vietnam, D. Nurkse writes lyrics
that look slantwise at love and conflict, at failures of the body
and yearnings of the spirit. From Russia, Vera Pavlova’s highly
disciplined miniatures capture the intimacy of human relationships
– sexual and platonic – with great candour and lucidity. She
reads with her translator Steven Seymour. With masterful craft,
omnivorous intelligence and relish, Craig Raine lives up to his
own criteria for good art: ‘that which prefers what is actually
true to what is merely ideal, which imposes chaos on order.’ 

Peter Pears Recital Room, Snape  11.15 – 11.30am  FREE

Close Reading
Join Conor O’Callaghan as he scrutinises
a favourite poem.

Supported by Smiths Knoll Pamphlets

Peter Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh  12.15 – 1.00pm  FREE

Song of Suffolk Poets 
A cycle of nine songs written by poets currently working in
Suffolk including Rodney Pybus and Pauline Stainer and set to
music by Colin Whyles. Each poem will be read by the poet
before being sung by a trio – Carol Bleiker (mezzo-soprano),
Colin Whyles (baritone) and Gillian Phillips (mezzo-soprano).

Presented by the Suffolk Poetry Society 

Britten Studio, Snape  Noon – 1.00pm  PF33  £7.50 

Reading: Alternative Voices
Urbane and hilarious, affecting and surprising, each C.J. Allen
poem is ‘a tiny escape hatch into the world’. Seni Seneviratne’s
mixed Sri Lankan and English heritage both informs her natural
lyricism and enlarges her empathy for the marginalised and
traumatised across the world. Cosmopolitan and boundlessly
curious, Julian Stannard shapes his playful and sometimes
disturbing observations with an elegantly light touch.  

Jerwood Kiln Studio, Snape  Noon – 12.45pm  PF34  £7.50

Polish Poetry Today
Introducing the new wave of poetry that has emerged since
Herbert, Miłosz and Szymborska. Leading contemporary poet
Wojciech Bonowicz and translator Elżbieta Wójcik-Leese join
Sasha Dugdale – the editor of Modern Poetry in Translation –
to discuss the prevailing aesthetic and to read some of its
defining poems.

Supported by Modern Poetry in Translation

Plough & Sail, Snape  1.15 – 1.45pm  PF35  £5

Performance: Salena Godden
Salena Godden is a laugh-out-loud performance poet.
Described as ‘the doyenne of the spoken word scene’ 
(Ian McMillan) and ‘everything the Daily Mail is terrified of’
(Kerrang!), she is a Radio 4 regular – Saturday Live, The Verb,
Woman’s Hour. Rollicking poetry on the menu served up with
selections from her honest, funny and uplifting memoir,
Springfield Road. Soup available too! 
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DATE   TIME       PF     EVENT                                         NO.    PRICE  TOTAL

FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER - WORKSHOPS
 8/11     10.30am   PF40   WORKSHOP : O’CALLAGHAN                                  £20

 8/11     2.00pm     PF41   WORKSHOP : DUGDALE                                        £20

 8/11     2.00pm     PF42   WORKSHOP : SOLIE                                              £20

 8/11     2.00pm     PF43   WORKSHOP : WRIGLEY                                         £20

 BRITTEN STUDIO FESTIVAL PASS                                                                £115                                                                               

 MAIN READINGS OFFER (PF6, PF11, PF27, PF39)                                       £50

TICKET TOTAL £

 Postage and processing                                                                             £1.25

 FRIENDS I am a Friend of The Poetry Trust (please identify category)

 NEW FRIENDS I would like to become a Friend (£25) or                                 £ 
 Best Friend (£50) of The Poetry Trust (please indicate which) 
 Please mark your envelope NEW FRIEND                                                     

 DONATION I would like to make a donation to The Poetry Trust       £

 GIFT AID I’m a UK taxpayer and would like to Gift Aid my donation (please tick)

 SHUTTLE BUS It is likely that I will use the Shuttle Bus between 
 Aldeburgh & Snape (please tick)   

                                  GRAND TOTAL £

Please print clearly

FIRST NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SURNAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

POSTCODE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TELEPHONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

EMAIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cheques payable to Aldeburgh Music. If you are booking a workshop (PF40 – PF43),
please leave the amount open – because of their limited availability – but cross the
cheque with the maximum payable.

If paying by Mastercard, Visa, Switch/Maestro please complete:

Issue No. (Switch/Maestro)                        Valid from (Switch/Maestro)

EXPIRY DATE . . . . . . . . . . . .  SIGNATURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

        Please tick this box if you do NOT wish to join The Poetry Trust’s Mailing list

Please pull out the Booking Form and send to: 

Poetry Festival Box Office
Aldeburgh Music
Snape Maltings Concert Hall
Snape, Suffolk IP17 1SP

If you are a FRIEND applying for Priority
booking from Monday 5 August, please mark
your envelope FRIEND. Postal bookings
received from the general public before
Tuesday 20 August will be held over until
that date.

The management reserves the right to
refuse admission, and to change or cancel
the advertised programme.

Cameras and audio recording devices may
not be used at performances.

We regret that, with the exception of
workshops, event tickets once purchased
cannot be exchanged or money refunded.
Please note that workshop tickets returned
after Friday 25 October will only be
accepted at the discretion of the Box Office.

 DATE   TIME       PF     EVENT                                         NO.    PRICE  TOTAL

FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER – PROGRAMME
 8/11     5.30pm     PF1     FAMILY READING                                                 £5

 8/11     5.45pm     PF2     POETS PREVIEW                                                   £7.50

 8/11     6.00pm     PF3     TALK: POETRY TRAVELS                                         £7.50

 8/11     7.15pm     PF4     IN CONVERSATION: RAINE                                     £10

 8/11     7.15pm     PF5     CRAFT TALK: HAYES                                              £7.50

 8/11     8.30pm     PF6     McCANNON, POLLITT, ROBERTSON                          £15

 8/11     10.45pm   PF7     POETRY QUIZ                                                       FREE

 9/11     9.30am     PF8     DISCUSSION: POETRY & BEAUTY                             £7.50

 9/11     10.00am   PF9     TALK: STANNARD ON HOFMANN                             £7.50

 9/11     10.45am   PF10   SHORT TAKE: McCAFFERY                                      £2.50

 9/11     11.15am   PF11   BRACKENBURY, O’CALLAGHAN, WRIGLEY                 £15

 9/11     1.15pm     PF12   TALK: RAINE ON LOGUE                                        £7.50

 9/11     1.15pm     PF13   SHORT TAKE: SOLIE                                              £2.50

 9/11     2.00pm     PF14   PAMPHLET POETS                                                 £7.50

 9/11     2.15pm     PF15   TALK: ROBERTSON                                                £7.50

 9/11     3.00pm     PF16   TALK: McMILLAN                                                 £7.50

 9/11     3.15pm     PF17   CRAFT TALK: BRACKENBURY                                  £7.50

 9/11     3.30pm     PF18   SHORT TAKE: GODDEN                                          £2.50

 9/11     4.00pm     PF19   MASTERCLASS: O’CALLAGHAN                                £7.50

 9/11     4.00pm     PF20   SHORT TAKE: NURKSE                                          £2.50

 9/11     4.30pm     PF21   EXCHANGE: TRANSLATING THE ENGLISH                  £7.50

 9/11     5.15pm     PF22   Q & A: POLLITT                                                    £7.50

 9/11     5.30pm     PF23   DISCUSSION: SINCE THE WALL FELL                         £7.50

 9/11     6.00pm     PF24   SHORT TAKE: QURAISHI                                        £2.50

 9/11     6.30pm     PF25   TALK: WRIGLEY ON HUGO                                     £7.50

 9/11     6.30pm     PF26   THE POETRY TRUST SOCIAL                                     FREE
                                         Only available to Best Friends, 
                                                Patrons & Benefactors                                            

 9/11     7.15pm     PF27   HAYES, MADZIROV, SOLIE                                      £15

 9/11     9.30pm     PF28   PERFORMANCE: McMILLAN                                   £10

 9/11     10.45pm   PF29   GET ON THE SOAPBOX                                          £5

 10/11   10.15am   PF30   LECTURE: RAINE                                                  £10

 10/11   10.15am   PF31   EXCHANGE: POETRY & MUSIC                                £7.50

 10/11   11.15am   PF32   BLIND CRITICISM: BRACKENBURY & MOORE               £5

 10/11   12 noon    PF33   ALTERNATIVE VOICES                                             £7.50

 10/11   12 noon    PF34   POLISH POETRY TODAY                                          £7.50

 10/11   1.15pm     PF35   PERFORMANCE: GODDEN                                      £5

 10/11   1.15pm     PF36   CRAFT TALK: NICHOLS                                           £7.50

 10/11   2.00pm     PF37   PERFORMING CHRISTOPHER LOGUE                        £15

 10/11   2.15pm     PF38   POETRY TRAVELS                                                  £7.50

 10/11   3.30pm     PF39   NURKSE, PAVLOVA, RAINE                                     £15

 SUB-TOTAL £

SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER – PROGRAMME

SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER – PROGRAMME

(PF1, PF4, PF6, PF8, PF11, PF14, PF19, PF23,
PF27, PF28, PF30, PF33, PF37, PF39)



The Tickets
Advance Postal
Booking for Friends
of The Poetry Trust
Opens Monday 5 August: 
exclusive priority booking for
Friends of The Poetry Trust 
(see below for details of how 
to join)

Please return booking forms to:
Poetry Festival Box Office
Aldeburgh Music
Snape Maltings Concert Hall
Snape, Suffolk IP17 1SP

Forms will be processed in order
of receipt.

Join the Friends of
The Poetry Trust
Become a supporter of The Poetry
Trust and know that you’re
helping secure the Festival’s
future. Annual subscriptions:
Friends £25, Best Friends £50. 
To join and take advantage of this
year’s Friends priority booking
(see Postal Booking above),
please complete the New Friends
box on the booking form. 
Please do not use this form for
Friends membership renewals.

Public Booking  
in person, by post,
telephone or online
Opens Tuesday 20 August 

Poetry Festival Box Office
152 High Street, Aldeburgh 
Mon–Sat: 9.30am–4.30pm 

or

Snape Maltings Concert Hall
Mon–Fri: 9.30am–4.30pm
Sat-Sun: 10am-4pm

Box Office Tel: 01728 687110

To book online, go to
www.aldeburgh.co.uk 
and follow link to 
Aldeburgh Poetry Festival

Special Offers
Buy a ticket for the four main
readings in the Britten Studio
(PF6, 11, 27, 39) for £50 (saves £10).

Buy a Britten Studio Festival Pass
for £115 allowing entry to all 14
events (PF1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 14, 19,
23, 27, 28, 30, 33, 37, 39) in the
Britten Studio (saves £32.50). 
Just 50 Passes are available 
and these must be booked by
Friday 27 September.

Concessions
For children under 16/full-time
students/registered unemployed:
£5 off each of the four main
readings in the Britten Studio
(PF6, 11, 27, 39); £2.50 off all
other events except Short Takes
(PF10, 13, 18, 20, 24). 
No concessions available for
workshops (PF40–43).

Access
The Hoffmann Building at Snape
has space for wheelchairs in all
its venues, lift access to all levels,
toilet facilities, and an infra-red
hearing system which can be
used with or without a hearing
aid. Wheelchair access to the
Peter Pears Recital Room is via the
artists’ courtyard. The Trask Café 
is accessible via a ramp. Access to
the Pond Gallery at Snape, and 
to the Peter Pears Gallery in
Aldeburgh, is via stairs with a
stairlift. There is a ramp to access
the Festival Bookshop.

For further details of access to all
venues, check with the Box Office
(01728 687110) when booking. 
A few parking spaces are provided
at Snape for blue/orange badge
holders; should you require a
space to be reserved, inform the
Box Office when booking, and
arrive early to secure your parking
space; there is a short distance
between the designated spaces
and the entrance to the
Hoffmann Building.

OTHER SNAPE VENUES

PS Plough & Sail / PG Pond Gallery 

ALDEBURGH VENUES
AB Aldeburgh Bookshop / BC Baptist Chapel
PP Peter Pears Gallery 
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5.45pm POETS PREVIEW
6.30pm Field

PG

10.45pm POETRY QUIZ
11.30pm Laskey & Parkin

PS

10.45am SHORT TAKE
11.00am McCaffery

PG

1.15pm SHORT TAKE
1.30pm Solie

PG

3.30pm SHORT TAKE
3.45pm Godden

PG

4.00pm SHORT TAKE
4.15pm Nurkse 

PG

6.00pm SHORT TAKE
6.15pm Quraishi

PG

6.30pm TALK: ON HUGO
7.00pm Wrigley

PG

6.30pm THE POETRY TRUST SOCIAL
7.00pm McCannon with Seatter

PS

10.45pm OPEN MIC
11.45pm Get on the soapbox

PS

9.30am DARK LIGHT
10.00am Jackson & Yates

PG

10.15am EXCH: POETRY & MUSIC
11.00am Madzirov & Solie

PG

2.15pm POETRY TRAVELS
2.45pm McCannon

PG

1.15pm PERFORMANCE
1.45pm Godden

PS

9.00pm CLOSE READING
9.15pm Laskey

BC

9.30pm DARK LIGHT
10.00pm Jackson & Seneviratne

PP

2.15pm TALK: IN PARENTHESIS
2.45pm Robertson

BC

3.00pm TALK: SURREALISM
3.30pm McMillan

BC

4.00pm BOOK LAUNCH: PILOTAGE
4.30pm Crowe & McMillan

AB

9.00am OPEN WORKSHOP
9.45am Laskey & Smith

PP

12.15pm SONG OF SUFFOLK POETS
1.00pm Suffolk Poetry Society

PP



The Workshops
Friday 8 November
Baptist Chapel, Aldeburgh  10.30am – 12.30pm  PF40  £20

Conor O’Callaghan – Simplicity: The Hardest
Game in Town 
Examine a few of the greatest plain-spoken poems, discover
the workings of their apparent simplicity and use these
techniques to create new work.

Church Hall, Aldeburgh  2.00 – 4.00pm  PF41  £20

Sasha Dugdale – The Key to Translation 
Explore why Elena Shvarts called her country’s poetry 'a secret
garden' and work on versions of a 20th century poem. 
No knowledge of Russian is needed for this workshop.

Baptist Chapel, Aldeburgh 2.00 – 4.00pm  PF42  £20

Karen Solie – The Element of Surprise
Discussion and writing experiments on ways to combine
recklessness and craft, spontaneity and control, and to
generate the intellectual and emotional power of surprise.

Peter Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh  2.00 – 4.00pm  PF43  £20

Robert Wrigley – Impossible Sympathies,
Unlikely Perspectives
Arrive at truths and possibilities that otherwise might never
be discovered. A sampling of poems from unexpected points
of view and strategies for their making.  

The Exhibitions
To reflect the Festival’s dual sites, both of this year’s
Exhibitions have been curated to be experienced in two
complementary parts – half in Aldeburgh, half at Snape. 
All four venues will be open throughout the weekend.

South Lookout Tower, Aldeburgh Beach and
Dovecote Studio, Snape

Pilotage 
Pilotage is the title of the Aldeburgh Poetry Commission 2013,
a new annual collaboration between a poet and a practitioner
of a different artform, the results of which are to be showcased
first at the Festival. This year poet Ian McMillan and artist
Fran Crowe (known for her provocative interactive installations
with environmental messages) joined forces to create what
they describe as: 

‘A Franian1�collection of Words2�and Art Forms3�found on our
littoral travels. This is a diptych and a dipped ditch, four eyes
and foreshore eyes, a finding that celebrates hitherto
undiscovered movements (and moments) in poetry and art,
centred around Franianism.’
1 Franian: adj. Random, inspired by chance. Pertaining to a collision,
(nonviolent) where two or more viewpoints coincide
2 Words: slippery things
3 Art Forms: sticky things

Peter Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh and Pond Gallery, Snape

Dark Light 
Bill Jackson – who lives in Suffolk – has won many
international awards for his photography, video and electronic
media pieces and been exhibited worldwide including the
National Portrait Gallery and The Photographers’ Gallery in
London, the Brno Museum in Prague and the Museum Of
Contemporary Arts in Argentina. Relying entirely on natural light
or the lack of it, Dark Light explores the expressive possibilities
of length of exposure and the resulting print quality and size
of the images. All the photographs were taken in Suffolk.

The work in the Peter Pears Gallery is more abstract and
concentrates on the darkness of night – ‘the light you cannot
see but can feel. Standing on a beach, staring into total darkness
if you stare long enough, you will see the edge of the world.’ 

The images in the Pond Gallery are figurative – night views
that thrillingly de-familiarise barns, boats, caravans, gardens
and grain silos. 
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C.J. ALLEN (1958, Leeds) Winner of many competitions including
the Kent & Sussex, Ledbury and Ware, he has published four
collections, most recently At the Oblivion Tea Rooms (2012). 
A fifth is forthcoming this autumn. CLOSE READING 7 / READING 14

WOJCIECH BONOWICZ (1967, Poland) Biographer, columnist,
editor, essayist and critic, he won the Gdynia Literary Prize for
poetry in 2007. Author of seven collections, he is featured in
Modern Poetry in Translation’s autumn 2013 Polish issue.
DISCUSSION 10 / POLISH POETRY 14

ALISON BRACKENBURY (1953, Lincolnshire) Studied English at
Oxford. Winner of both a Gregory and a Cholmondeley Award.
Her eighth collection Then appeared earlier this year. 
READING 8 / CRAFT TALK 9 / BLIND CRITICISM 13

CLEMENCY BURTON-HILL (1981, London) Sony-nominated television
and radio arts presenter (BBC, Channel 4, Sky), international
journalist, actress, violinist and novelist – her second All The
Things You Are will be published autumn 2013.
IN CONVERSATION: RAINE 5

SASHA DUGDALE (1974, Sussex) Playwright, translator and the
new editor of Modern Poetry in Translation, she is a Gregory
Award winner and has published three collections, the latest
Red House (2011). 
DISCUSSION 10 / POLISH POETRY 14 / WORKSHOP 22

JOHN FIELD (1974, Falkirk) Director of Teaching and Learning and
Head of English at Tudor Hall School, Banbury, his blog, Poor
Rude Lines, includes reviews and close readings of poems.
FESTIVAL BLOGGER IN RESIDENCE / POETS PREVIEW 4

SALENA GODDEN (1972, Margate) Poet and performer, she also
writes fiction, radio plays and documentaries. Publications
include a poetry collection Under the Pier (2011) and her
literary memoir Springfield Road (2013).
SHORT TAKE 9 / PERFORMANCE 14

TERRANCE HAYES (1971, Columbia) Professor of Creative Writing
at Carnegie Mellon University. His first collection won the Kate
Tufts Discovery Award, his fourth Lighthead (2010) won the
National Book Award. CRAFT TALK 5 / DISCUSSION 7 / READING 11

NIKOLA MADZIROV (1973, Strumica) A Balkan war refugee, he
grew up in Yugoslavia and now lives in Macedonia. His poetry
has been translated into thirty languages and his first UK
collection Remnants of Another Age is launched at the Festival.  
DISCUSSION 10 / READING 11 / EXCHANGE (WITH SOLIE) 13

The Biogs
Who’s coming and what they’re doing (page numbers in bold).
Longer biogs and sample poems at www.thepoetrytrust.org
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RICHIE McCAFFERY (1983, Newcastle) Currently a PhD student at
the University of Glasgow researching Scottish World War II
poets, he has published two pamphlets – Spinning Plates
(2012) and Ballast Flint (2013). SHORT TAKE 7 / READING 8

OLIVIA McCANNON (1973, Merseyside) Studied French and
German at Queen’s College, Oxford and translator of French
novels, plays and poetry. She won the 2012 Fenton Aldeburgh
First Collection Prize for Exactly My Own Length. 
READING 5 / THE POETRY TRUST SOCIAL 11 / POETRY TRAVELS 15

IAN McMILLAN (1956, Darfield) Broadcaster, journalist,
playwright and one of Britain’s best-known poets. In 2013 he
collaborated with artist Fran Crowe on the first Aldeburgh
Commission. DISCUSSION 7 / TALK 9 / PERFORMANCE 11

KIM MOORE (1981, Leicester) Currently teaches music in
Cumbrian schools. Winner of the Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, a
Gregory Award and also the The Poetry Business Pamphlet
Competition for If We Could Speak Like Wolves (2012).
READING 8 / CLOSE READING 10 / BLIND CRITICISM 13

GRACE NICHOLS (1950, Guyana) With six collections for adults,
including I Have Crossed an Ocean: Selected Poems (2010), this
year sees the re-release of her first for children Sun Time, Snow
Time alongside a new volume Cosmic Disco. 
FAMILY READING 4 / CRAFT TALK 15

D. NURKSE (1949, New Jersey) Lives in New York, teaches at 
Sarah Lawrence College and is on the board of Amnesty
International USA. With ten collections, his latest A Night in
Brooklyn is published this year in the UK.
POETRY TRAVELS 4 / SHORT TAKE 9 / READING 15

CONOR O’CALLAGHAN (1968, Newry, County Down) Lives in
Manchester and lectures at Sheffield Hallam. His third
collection Fiction (2005) was a PBS Recommendation; his
fourth The Sun King followed this year. 
READING 8 / MASTERCLASS 9 / CLOSE READING 14 / WORKSHOP 22

VERA PAVLOVA (1963, Moscow) Lives in both Moscow and New
York. Her fifteen collections of poems have been translated
into over 20 languages. Her first in English If There Is
Something to Desire came out in 2010.
CLOSE READING 5 / DISCUSSION 7 / READING 15

KATHA POLLITT (1949, New York) More widely known as an
essayist, feminist and columnist for The Nation, she is also an
award-winning poet. Her second collection The Mind-Body
Problem was published in the UK in 2012.
READING 5 / DISCUSSION 7 / Q&A 10 / CLOSE READING 15

SHAZEA QURAISHI (1964, Pakistan) Emigrated to Canada aged
10, then lived in Madrid before moving to London. Featured in
Ten, the 2010 multicultural anthology of new poets, her first
chapbook The Courtesans Reply was published in 2012.
READING 8 / SHORT TAKE 10



CRAIG RAINE (1944, Co. Durham) Former editor at Faber & Faber,
Fellow of New College, Oxford (1991-2010) and now Emeritus
Professor, he edits Areté which he founded in 1999. His most
recent collection is How Snow Falls (2010). 
IN CONVERSATION 5 / TALK 8 / LECTURE 13 / READING 15

ROBIN ROBERTSON (1955, Scone) A Painted Field (1997) won the
Aldeburgh, Forward and Saltire Scottish First Collection Prizes; his
third Swithering (2006) won the Forward Best Collection Prize;
his fifth Hill of Doors came out this year. READING 5 / TALK 8

SENI SENEVIRATNE (1951, Leeds) A practising psychotherapist,
she is also a performer, singer and creative artist. Featured in
the multicultural anthology Ten (2010), she has published two
full collections, most recently The Heart of It (2012).
CONVERSATION 7 / READING 14

STEVEN SEYMOUR (1946, Russia) Translator and interpreter. 
He worked for the US State Department and for the US Embassy
in Moscow before dedicating himself to literary translations from
Russian, Polish and French. He is married to Vera Pavlova.
EXCHANGE 10 (WITH WÓJCIK-LEESE) / DISCUSSION 10
And at all Vera Pavlova’s events as her translator

KAREN SOLIE (1966, Canada) Brought up on a farm in rural
Saskatchewan, she now lives in Toronto. Her third collection
Pigeon won the 2010 Griffin Prize. Her first UK book 
The Living Option: Selected Poems is launched at the Festival.
SHORT TAKE 8 / READING 11 / EXCHANGE (WITH MADZIROV) 13 /
WORKSHOP 22

JULIAN STANNARD (1962, Kent) Teaches at the University of
Winchester. Co-edited The Palm Beach Effect: Reflections of
Michael Hofmann (2013). He has published three collections,
most recently The Parrots of Villa Gruber Discover Lapis Lazuli
(2011). TALK 7 / READING 14

ELŻBIETA WÓJCIK-LEESE (Poland) A leading Polish translator, she
now lives in Copenhagen. Her work has been included in
Modern Poetry in Translation, Poetry Review and the anthology,
New European Poets (2008). She also translates from the English.
EXCHANGE (WITH SEYMOUR) 10 / POLISH POETRY 14

ROBERT WRIGLEY (1951, St. Louis, Illinois) Teaches at the
University of Idaho. Winner of the Kingsley Tufts Award, in
2013 he published his eighth collection Anatomy of
Melancholy in the US and his first in the UK, Selected Poems:
The Church of Omnivorous Light.
CLOSE READING 4 / READING 8 / TALK 10 / WORKSHOP 22

LUKE YATES (1983, Chester) Winner of the Foyle Young Poet of
the Year award four times, he has published two pamphlets:
Thinking Inside the Box (2009) and The Pair of Scissors That
Could Cut Anything (2013). 
READING 8 / CONVERSATION 13

26
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The Venues Eating, Drinking,
Relaxing 
TRASK ARTISTS’ CAFÉ With views
across the reed-beds, the spacious
Trask Café in the Britten–Pears
Building will be the social hub of
the weekend and only available
for Festival-goers and poets. This
year the licensed Café is run by
Aldeburgh Music’s new and talented
catering team who will serve a
specially devised menu of delicious
food at reasonable prices. Open for
breakfasts, elevenses, lunches,
teas, suppers and a range of all-
day refreshments – pastries, bacon
sandwiches, vegetable soups,
stews and curries, jacket potatoes,
traditional puddings and lots more.

Designed for audiences on the run
or wanting somewhere to sit and
chat between events. 

Next to the Café will be the
Festival Lounge offering another
space to relax in between events
and meet up with friends. There
will also be a cloakroom facility to
leave coats, bags and luggage.

OTHER OPTIONS On-site alternatives
at Snape Maltings include Café 1885
for brunch, lunch or afternoon tea,
the Granary Tea Shop and the
Plough & Sail pub. The Crown and
The Golden Key are the other
Snape pubs within a short walk.
All three pubs will serve late
suppers but booking required.

In Aldeburgh
PETER PEARS GALLERY A first-floor
100-seat gallery, situated on the
High Street opposite the fish &
chip shop. Two-hour free parking
is available on the street.

BAPTIST CHAPEL On the High Street,
just across the road from the Peter
Pears Gallery. The 120-seat chapel
and its facilities are fully accessible.

ALDEBURGH BOOKSHOP Located at
42 High Street, opposite the
Cinema. Former Independent
Bookshop of the Year and
organiser of the annual Aldeburgh
Literary Festival.
www.aldeburghbookshop.co.uk

ALDEBURGH BEACH LOOKOUT TOWER
The South Lookout Tower will
house the Aldeburgh ‘half’ of Ian
McMillan and Fran Crowe’s Pilotage
exhibition, courtesy of Caroline
Wiseman Modern & Contemporary.
www.carolinewiseman.com

Accommodation
Early booking is always advised 
for hotels, B&Bs and self-catering.
Several Suffolk companies offer
quality holiday houses and flats 
in and around Aldeburgh and
Snape (use Google). Or contact the
Tourist Information Centre which
also offers a booking service:
Telephone 01728 453637
www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/tourism 

Aldeburgh
Beach
Lookout
Tower

Baptist
Chapel

ALDEBURGH VENUES

Aldeburgh

SNAPE MALTINGS

Free Shuttle Bus

ALDEBURGH

At Snape Maltings
Throughout the weekend, 
the Festival Box Office will be
open in the entrance to the
Hoffmann Building.

BRITTEN STUDIO The 340-seat
Studio is the centrepiece of the
Hoffmann Building, accessible
from the Hoffmann foyer.
Refreshments will be on sale in
the foyer throughout the
weekend. A pop-up bookstall will
sell books by featured poets
following each reading.

JERWOOD KILN STUDIO Converted
from an original malt kiln, the 
80-seat Studio is on the first floor
of the Hoffmann Building,
accessible by stairs or lift. 

PETER PEARS RECITAL ROOM Access
to the 112-seat Recital Room is
via the Britten–Pears Building,
converted in 1979 from an original
barley store. The main foyer to
the Britten–Pears Building will be
the home of the Festival Lounge,
adjacent to the Trask Café.

POND GALLERY Exhibition space and
50-seat venue in the Pond
Building, accessible by stairs or
stairlift – the entrance is by the
pond, opposite the Aldeburgh
Music Visitor Centre. 

DOVECOTE STUDIO The red, self-
weathering steel structure
enclosed within the remains of an
original Victorian dovecote on the
edge of the marshes provides an
intimate setting for the Snape
‘half’ of Ian McMillan and Fran
Crowe’s Pilotage exhibition.    

LETTERING ARTS CENTRE The home
for this year’s Festival Bookshop,
generously provided by The Lettering
Arts Trust, across from the Britten–
Pears Building. A comprehensive
selection of books by Festival poets
on sale throughout the weekend.
www.letteringartstrust.org.uk

THE PLOUGH AND SAIL The original
Maltings pub, facing the main road
through Snape. A new informal 80-
seat setting for stand-up poetry,
with food and drink available.
www.theploughandsailsnape.com
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BS Britten Studio 

PS Plough & Sail 
PG Pond Gallery

TC Trask Café 
CF Café 1885
GT Granary Tea Shop
PS Plough & Sail

DS Dovecote Studio
PG Pond Gallery

JK Jerwood Kiln Studio
RR Peter Pears 
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Shuttle
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ALDEBURGH VENUES
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Building
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How to get to
Snape Maltings
Snape Maltings is on the B1069,
approximately six miles from
Aldeburgh – postcode IP17 1SP.

BY CAR Snape Maltings is
signposted from the A12; take the
A1094 from the A12, turn right at
Snape Church. There is ample free
parking at Snape Maltings. 

BY TRAIN Greater Anglia operate a
train service from London Liverpool
Street to Saxmundham (change at
Ipswich). For further information
call 0845 600 7245. You will need
to book a taxi to take you on to
Aldeburgh or Snape: contact A2B
cars on 01728 633003. A shuttle
bus will be provided to take people
from Aldeburgh to Saxmundham 

to catch the early evening train
on the final day of the Festival,
Sunday 10 November – contact the
Box Office for more information.

BY BUS There are bus services from
Aldeburgh and Woodbridge to
Snape with a bus stop outside 
the Maltings. For details of the
timetable, call 0870 6082608. 

FREE SHUTTLE BUS There will be a
free shuttle bus service between
Aldeburgh and Snape that will
operate frequently throughout the
weekend of the Festival. More
information will be provided to
ticket holders. Please help us assess
the likely volume of passengers by
indicating on your booking form
whether you intend to use this
service. Look out for this:



CHARITABLE TRUSTS &
FOUNDATIONS
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 
The Fenton Arts Trust
The Scarfe Charitable Trust 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
Fairweather Stephenson & Co 
Get On The Soapbox
Ink Sweat & Tears 
Modern Poetry in Translation
The Rialto
Smiths Knoll Pamphlets
Suffolk Poetry Society
Urban Fantasist 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
Aldeburgh Bookshop
Bloodaxe Books 
Carcanet Press
Caroline Wiseman Modern & 

Contemporary
CB Editions
East Anglian Daily Times 
The Lettering Arts Trust
Picador Poetry
The Plough & Sail
The Poetry Business
Seren

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Bedfords
Best of Suffolk
Colchester Print Group 
Gotelee Solicitors
Marshall Hatchick Solicitors
Ocean House, Aldeburgh
Suffolk Secrets
Wentworth Hotel, Aldeburgh
White Lion Hotel, Aldeburgh
Worple Press

The Poetry Trust gratefully acknowledges the many sources of
funding and support for the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival.

PUBLIC FUNDING
The Poetry Trust thanks Arts Council England for substantial
Grants for the Arts and Catalyst funding. 
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The Poetry Trust is indebted to all the Friends and Best Friends 
for their loyal support. Special thanks to those who have been
able to offer significant extra help:

Patrons David Butler, Peter & Amanda Carpenter, Hilary Elfick, 
Ian McEwen. Plus several individuals who wish to remain anonymous.

Benefactors Anne Berkeley & John Grout, Anthony Mackintosh &
Criona Palmer. Plus several individuals who wish to remain anonymous.



If there is something to desire

If there is something to desire,
there will be something to regret.
If there is something to regret,
there will be something to recall.
If there is something to recall,
there was nothing to regret.
If there was nothing to regret,
there was nothing to desire.

Vera Pavlova
translated by Steven Seymour 
If There Is Something To Desire (Knopf 2010)

25 YEARS OF 
THE ALDEBURGH
POETRY FESTIVAL

To read more poems by this
year’s Festival poets visit
www.thepoetrytrust.org


